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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  City Council Members 

From:  Bryan Gadow, City Planner 

Date:  September 29, 2014 

Re:  Grant Application and National Register of Historic Places Nomination for Section 
  Foreman’s House 

In March of 2010, the City Council approved a resolution (Resolution 08-2010, attached) of support for a 
grant application with the Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund Legacy Grant for a historical 
context study of the Wayzata Section Foreman’s House (the “House”), collaboratively with the Wayzata 
Historical Society (WHS).  The purpose of the historical context study was to begin the process of 
preparing background information for a potential state-level National Register of Historic Places 
nomination for the House with the Minnesota Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), and to better 
understand the feasibility of restoring the House. 
 
Staff and WHS completed the application in 2010, and were successful in receiving $7,000 in grant funds 
to complete a Historic Context Study on the House by the Hess, Roise and Company (copy of the Study 
attached).  Staff and WHS requested a preliminary evaluation of the eligibility of the House for placement 
of the National Register, and the Minnesota Historical Society replied with some additional items that 
needed further research on the history of the structure and the past alterations to the House. 
 
The next step in the process is to conduct a Historic Assessment Report/Reuse Study to physically 
evaluate the building to determine its current condition and what options may be available for its future 
reuse.  The reuse of the House was included as a key element of the City’s Lake Effect planning 
discussions over the past two years.  To this end, WHS applied for and received a $10,000 grant from the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway Foundation to offset the cost of the Historic Structures 
Report/Reuse Study (copy of grant award letter attached).  WHS has received a proposal from Charles 
Libby of Miller Dunwiddie to complete the Historic Structures Report/Reuse Study for a not to exceed 
number of $10,000 (copy of proposal attached).  Mr. Liddy is familiar with the structure and has provided 
guidance to WHS on the historic structures report process. 
 
WHS and Staff are requesting City Council approval to utilize the received grant uses to complete a 
Historic Structures Report/Reuse Study with Miller Dunwiddie. 
 
Furthermore, the City Council should also continue discussion on a public policy level on whether to 
direct Staff to continue with the state-level National Register of Historic Places nomination after the 
completion of the Historic Structures Report/Reuse Study.  As a point of comparison, the City’s Historic 
Depot was placed on the state-level National Register of Historic Places in 1981. 
 
A summary of the National Register of Historic Places is below: 
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Intro 
 National Park Service administers the National Register of Historic Places. 
 National Register is the official federal list of districts, sites, building, structures, and objects 

significant in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture.1 
 Properties on list have significance to a community, state, or the nation. 
 Examples range from National (Gettysburg), State (Fort Snelling), Local (Wayzata Depot) 

 
Benefits 
 Eligibility for certain tax provisions and federal and state grant opportunities, when funds are 

available.  
 
Restrictions 
 No federal restrictions if no federal monies attached to property (i.e. private property owners 

could make any changes to the property). 
 However, if property is also placed on the state register, then Minnesota State Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO) may have other restrictions on what changes can be done to the 
property. 

 For example, the rules of the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB) require preparation 
of an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) by the responsible unit of government (in 
this case the City of Wayzata) for any proposed demolition or the moving of a property that is 
listed on the National Register.2,3 

 
Other Considerations4 
 Properties are removed from the National Register only if they lose the qualities they had at the 

time of listing. 
 Properties are automatically removed from the Register if they have been moved. 
 Properties on the National Register are not exempt from state and local building codes, but may 

receive special consideration under State Building Code at discretion of the local building 
official. 

 If a National Register building is open to the public, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
calls for the building to meet basic levels of accessibility for people with disabilities.  While the 
law requires the removal of certain barriers, it does have special provisions for historic structures 
where changes would destroy a building’s significant historic features. 

 
Attachments: 
 BNSF Grant Award Letter 
 Miller Dunwidde Historic Proposal for Historic Assessment Services 
 Resolution 08-2010 
 Hess, Roise and Company Historic Context Study 
 Lake Effect Framework – Section Foreman’s House Related Pages 

                                                      
1 National Park Service. 2010. Frequently Asked Questions. Accessed at: http://www.nps.gov/nr/faq.htm#restrictions.  
2 Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office. 2010. The National Register of Historic Places Program.  

Accessed at: http://www.mnhs.org/shpo/nrhp/program.htm.  
3 Minnesota Office of the Revisor of Statues. 2010. 4410.4300 Mandatory EAW Categories.  

Accessed at: https://www.revisor.mn.gov/data/revisor/rule/current/4410/4410.4300.pdf  
4 Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office. 2010. Frequently Asked Question.  

Accessed at: http://www.mnhs.org/shpo/nrhp/faq.htm  
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