
Wayzata City Council Workshop Meeting Agenda
Wayzata City Hall, 600 Rice Street

Meeting Held Remotely
 TUESDAY, MAY 4, 2021

Click HERE to join the Zoom meeting.
Pursuant to Minnesota Statute Sec. 13D.015, and the Executive Orders and Emergency Declarations related to 
the COVID19 pandemic, this City Council Workshop meeting is being conducted by electronic means using the 
audio and video conferencing platform, Zoom. Members of the public may watch and listen to the meeting by 
logging into Zoom, or by calling 312­626­6799 on a phone, and entering Zoom Meeting ID 954 5960 1130, 
Passcode 098744.
WORKSHOP TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. Discussion of Ordinance Amendment to Allow Keeping of Chickens (4:45­5:00 pm) 

2. Discussion of Community Gardens Consideration (5:00­5:15 pm) 

3. Discussion of GreenStep Cities Membership (5:15­5:45 pm) 

4. Discussion of Parks & Trails Board Work Plan for 2021 (5:45­6:30 pm) 
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City Council Workshop
City Council Agenda Report

MEETING DATE: May 4, 2021 WORKSHOP AGENDA ITEM: 1
TITLE: Discussion of Ordinance Amendment to Allow Keeping of Chickens (4:45-5:00 pm)
PREPARED BY: Nick Kieser, Assistant Planner
REVIEWED BY: Jeff Dahl, City Manager, Emily Goellner, Community Development Director

 

DISCUSSION OBJECTIVE:
To provide feedback on the code amendments to allow keeping of chickens within the City. 
 

BACKGROUND:
This topic has been brought up several times over the past year and most recently, the Council directed staff 
to do some due dilligence and come back with some more info at a Council Meeting. It is not specifically 
identified as a strategic initiative in the Strategic Plan. 

Currently, Section 930.01.C states that farm animals are not allowed within the City. Through various 
discussions, there has been a desire to look into the potential of allowing chickens. Staff has put together four 
possible options for the Council to review and provide direction to staff on what option should be pursued. 
These options stem from the reviewing several other communities and how they regulate chickens. 

Option 1:
Keep the existing Code language which would not allow any chickens in the City.

Option 2:
Allow chickens on properties zoned R-1A, R-1, and any single-family properties zoned PUD and over 40,000 
square feet in area. A copy of the Zoning Map is attached to the packet for reference. 

Option 3:
Allow chickens on all residential properties. 
3(a) Use the accessory structure setback requirements of the applicable zoning district for the location of the 
chicken coop and run.
3(b) Require the chicken coop and run to be located 50 feet from adjacent principal structures.

Listed below are the potential requirements/regulations on how the keeping of chickens could be controlled in 
the city:

 Limit of 4 hens; no roosters.
 Limit the chicken coop size to 40 square feet and the chicken run size limit of 80 square feet.
 Chickens must be maintained in a coop and/or fenced chicken run at all times.
 The chicken coop and fenced chicken run must be located in conformance with the accessory 

structure setback requirements of the applicable zoning district. Owner must provide a site plan at the 
time of the request.

 Plans for construction of the coop and/or chicken run must be submitted with the application and may 
require compliance with City Codes if applicable.

 The coop and chicken run must be kept in a healthy and sanitary condition in such way that no noxious 
odors are carried to the adjacent public or private property.

 Chicken(s) are for personal use only; no butchering or sale of eggs or chicken(s) allowed on the 
property.
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 Owner will provide access to the property for a pre-inspection at the time of the request and at any 
time requested by the city to verify compliance with the conditions or in response to a complaint.

 The chicken keeping permit may be revoked by the city at any time if the owner fails to comply with all 
the conditions specified in this policy, if the chickens create a nuisance situation, objectionable odors, 
unsanitary conditions, or other city code violations on the property. 

 Owner must remove the chicken coop if there are no longer chickens on the property.
 All chicken feed is required to be placed in a pest and rodent free container.

A permit application and fee system would also be created if chickens are allowed on any property. Any 
chicken coop would be required to meet all of the additional zoning district standards such as; impervious 
surface, lot coverage, height, setbacks, etc. A sample chicken keeping permit application is also attached from 
the City of St. Louis Park. 

The Council may discuss the proposed options or any changes to the proposed options along with the 
proposed list of requirements if the Council would like to have chickens in the City. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. 2040 Land Use Plan
2. Sample Saint Louis Park Permit Application
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Application for Chicken Permit 
 

This application must be completed and returned to the Inspections Department along with a completed 
Site Plan for approval.  An inspection will occur prior to any approval given by the Inspections 
Department. 

General Information 
 
*Property Owner:_________________________  Property Address:____________________________ 
 
Phone Number: ________________  Cell Number: _______________  Email: __________________ 
 
*If the applicant is not the owner; a letter of permission from the property owner is required as part of the application. 
 

Detail Information 
 
Number of hens: ___________ (limit four, no roosters) 
 
                               Chicken Coop           Chicken Run 
1) Distance from side 

and rear lot lines 
 1) Distance from side 

and rear lot lines 
 

2) Dimensions of coop  2) Dimensions of run  
3) Height of coop  3) Height of run  
4) Building materials 

 
 
 

 4) Building materials  

□ I have enclosed a site plan showing dimensions of the property, existing structures, proposed 
structures, and all rear and side yard setbacks; and a coop and/or chicken run construction plan. 

□ I understand that if approved will be for two years only and required to be reviewed at that time. 
 
The undersigned acknowledges that this application has been read and that the above is correct and agrees 
to comply with all the ordinances and laws of the City of St. Louis Park. 
 
Applicant’s Signature _________________________________________   Date _________________ 
 
NOTE:  Upon review of the application and/or site inspection Zoning or Building Application for the 
coop and/or chicken run may be required.  
 

For Office Use Only 
 
Inspector/Date __________/_______ Comments: ____________________________________________ 
 
Approval/Date: _________/_______ Comments:_____________________________________________   
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City Council Workshop
City Council Agenda Report

MEETING DATE: May 4, 2021 WORKSHOP AGENDA ITEM: 2
TITLE: Discussion of Community Gardens Consideration (5:00-5:15 pm)
PREPARED BY: Jeff Dahl, City Manager
REVIEWED BY: N/A

 

DISCUSSION OBJECTIVE:
To receive an update, ask questions, and provide feedback on whether the City should prioritize offering 
community gardens.
 

BACKGROUND:
This topic was recently discussed at a Council Meeting and staff was directed to come back with additional 
information. It is not specifically identified as a strategic initiative in the Strategic Plan. 

Staff and Council Member Iverson have put together the following summary of information for discussion.

Why consider a community garden project?

 Opportunity for residents currently without adequate growing space
 Community building
 Education and Promotion of Wellness and Nutrition
 Charity Benefit

Key Considerations:

 Engagement---is there demand?
 Available land?
 Administration and staff workload---staff/volunteers/other partners (Wayzata Community Ed, Interfaith, 

etc)?
 Cost---operational/capital?
 Utility connections?

Potential Next Steps

1. Discuss general parameters with Council and Parks and Trails Board---Spring 2021
2. If agreeable, do first round of engagement---Online Survey asking people interest in a community 

garden---Spring 2021
3. If results positive, come back to Council with more diligence on location on aforementioned “Key 

Considerations” 
4. Hold neighborhood meeting in preferred area to get feedback---Summer 2021
5. If results positive, propose plan/budget to City Council and Parks and Trails to start in the following 

calendar year---Fall 2021
6. Build/Operate Community Gardens---Spring 2022

Attached are draft survey questions and example information from the City of Plymouth's Community Garden 
Program which are run through the City's Parks and Recreation Department. 
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ATTACHMENTS:
1. Draft Survey Questions
2. City of Plymouth Community Gardens
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City Council Workshop
City Council Agenda Report

MEETING DATE: May 4, 2021 WORKSHOP AGENDA ITEM: 3
TITLE: Discussion of GreenStep Cities Membership (5:15-5:45 pm)
PREPARED BY: Nick Kieser, Assistant Planner
REVIEWED BY: Emily Goellner, Community Development Director, Jeff Dahl, City Manager

 

DISCUSSION OBJECTIVE:
To provide feedback to staff on the potential of the City joining the GreenStep Cities program. 
 

BACKGROUND:
In Wayzata's Energy Action Plan (EAP), under the Municipal Building Strategies, a strategy is listed to "seek 
recognition programs for the accomplishments of Wayzata's energy initiatives". One of the programs listed for 
that strategy is GreenStep Cities.

At the August 25, 2020 Energy and Environment Committee a presentation was given by Diana Mckeown on 
the GreenStep Cities Program. At that time, the E&E Committee decided that their focus should be on 
completing the EAP and incorporating GreenStep Cities into that program to pursue at a later date. Since 
then, the E&E Committee has received approval of the EAP and work has commenced on that Plan. Through 
the work of the EAP, the E&E Committee wanted to bring forward the GreenStep Cities proposal for the 
Council to discuss at this time. 

Minnesota GreenStep Cities is a voluntary challenge, assistance and recognition program to help cities 
acheive their sustainability and quality-of-life goals. This is a free continuous improvement program, managed 
by a public-private partnership, is based on 39 optional best practices. Each best practice can be implemented 
by completing one or more actions at a 1, 2, or 3-star level, from a list of four to eight actions. These voluntary 
actions are tailored to all Minnesota cities, focus on cost savings and energy use reduction, and encourage 
civic innovation. 143 cities participate in the Program which covers 49% of Minnesota's population. More 
information on the Program can be found on their website: https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/. 

Diana Mckeown will be present at the City Council workshop to describe what the GreenStep Cities Program 
is, what it entails, and how Wayzata could participate. The Program is partnered with various organizations 
such as; Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Great Plains Institute, Clean Energy Resource Teams, Urban 
Land Institute Minnesota, League of Minnesota Cities, etc. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. GreenStep Cities Infographic
2. 29 Best Practices
3. GreenStep Information
4. 2020 Annual Program Report and Graphs
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GreenStep Cities Welcome Guide 9 

About Page  

 History and development  

 GreenStep Program Partners and program funders  

Best Practices Page 

 Make planning and tracking easier: download this spreadsheet that lists all unique actions – 

approximately 175 – for all 29 best practices 

 What are Step 2 and 3 Recognition Minimums? 

 Search actions related to specific topics  

Buildings and Lighting 

1. Efficient Existing Public Buildings: Benchmark energy usage; identify savings opportunities in consultation 
with state programs, utilities and others to implement cost-effective energy and sustainability improvements. 
 
2. Efficient Existing Private Buildings: Provide incentives for energy, water and sustainability improvements in existing 
buildings/building sites. 
 
3. New Green Buildings: Construct new buildings to meet or qualify under a green building framework. 
 
4. Efficient Outdoor Lighting and Signals: Improve the efficiency and quality of street lighting, traffic signals and outdoor 
public lighting. 
 
5. Building Redevelopment: Create economic and regulatory incentives for redeveloping and repurposing existing 
buildings before building new. 

Land Use 

6. Comprehensive Plans: Build public support and legal validity to long-term infrastructural and regulatory 

strategy. 

 

7. Efficient City Growth: Promote financial and environmental sustainability by enabling and encouraging walkable 

housing and commercial land use. 

 

8. Mixed Uses: Develop efficient and healthy land patterns that generate community wealth. 

 

9. Efficient Highway- and Auto-Oriented Development: Adopt commercial development and design standards for auto-

oriented development corridors and clusters. 

 

10. Design for Natural Resource Conservation: Adopt development ordinances or processes that protect natural systems 

and valued community assets. 
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GreenStep Cities Welcome Guide 10 

 

Transportation  

11. Living Streets: Create a network of green complete streets that improves city quality of life and adds value to 
surrounding properties.  
12. Mobility Options: Promote active transportation and alternatives to single-occupancy car travel. 
 
13. Efficient City Fleets: Implement a city fleet investment, operations and maintenance plan. 
 
14. Demand-Side Travel Planning: Implement Travel Demand Management and Transit-Oriented Design in service of a more 
walkable city. 

Environmental Management  

15. Sustainable Purchasing: Adopt environmentally preferable purchasing policies and practices.  
16. Urban Forests: Add city tree and plant cover that increases community health, wealth and quality of life.  
17. Stormwater Management: Minimize the volume of and pollutants in stormwater runoff. 
 
18. Parks and Trails: Support active lifestyles and property values by enhancing the city's green infrastructure. 
 
19. Surface Water Quality: Improve local water bodies. 
 
20. Efficient Water and Wastewater Systems: Assess and improve city drinking water and wastewater systems and related 
facilities. 
 
21. Septic Systems: Implement an effective management program for decentralized wastewater treatment systems. 
 
22. Solid Waste Reduction: Increase waste reduction, reuse and recycling. 
 
23. Local Air Quality: Prevent generation of local air contaminants.  
 

Economic and Community Development 

24. Benchmarks & Community Engagement: Adopt outcome measures for GreenStep and other city 

sustainability efforts, and engage community members in ongoing education, dialogue, and campaigns.  

25. Green Business Development: Support expansion of the city's green business sector. 

 

26. Renewable Energy: Remove barriers to and encourage installation of renewable energy generation capacity. 

 

27. Local Food: Strengthen local food and fiber production and access. 

 

28. Business Synergies: Network/cluster businesses to achieve better energy, economic and environmental outcomes. 

29. Climate Adaptation and Community Resilience: Plan and prepare for extreme weather, adapt to changing climatic 

conditions, and foster stronger community connectedness and social and economic vitality. 
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 A free, voluntary challenge, assistance and recognition program that provides a framework to help cities 

achieve their economic, environmental and quality-of-life goals. Cities choose which optional best practice 

actions among 175 actions to work on at their own pace, investing whatever level of time and money they 

choose. Cities freely choose to remove or add city ordinances and regulations as best fits their city. 

 

 Cost-savings, energy use reduction and innovation underpin the program’s 29 best practices, which are based 

upon what cities in MN have and can accomplish. All information is free and available to anyone via the web; 

the web site is constantly updated and refined as program staff learn from cities. 

 

 GreenStep cities – 131 cities and 3 tribal nations statewide as of December 2019, encompassing over 47% of the 

state’s population – adopt a participation resolution but are in no legal relationship now (or in the future) with 

the GreenStep program or with the State of MN, and the State imposes no mandates on GreenStep cities. 

 

 Governed by a state agency-non-profit partnership, led by the MPCA and including the League of MN Cities, 

GreenStep grew out of a report to the 2009 Legislature and is a wholly-owned Minnesota effort. 

 

 Like Tree City USA, GreenStep has recognition minimums, not requirements. LMC formally recognizes 

city accomplishments once each year at its annual June conference. Claiming credit for a handful of specific 

high-impact best practice actions garners recognition at Step 3. Reporting performance metrics merits Step 4/5.  

 

 

 

 Claim credit, be transparent, invite citizen/business participation 

o Cities joining the program can immediately claim credit for best practice actions previously completed.  

o GreenStep web site easily allows a city to show community members/businesses city accomplishments. 

o The 175 optional best practice actions provide a framework for business and citizen groups, schools and 

city commissions to work on actions and to assist city staff. 

 

 Special attention paid to GreenStep cities 

o Yearly special financial opportunities offered to GreenStep cities have funded city fleet improvement 

projects, commercial business assistance, climate adaptation planning, city building energy cost-cutting, 

city green teams, and full-time MN GreenCorps members placed in cities. 

o Special assistance has targeted water conservation, waste water plants, EV charging stations, 

environmental purchasing, complete streets, stormwater, city building energy savings, renewable energy. 

o Special LMC listserv for GreenStep city contacts; each best practice has an advisor available to cities.  

 

 Access 40 hrs. free consultant help (MSP metro, Bemidji and Winona areas only); student interns 

o The MPCA’s Retiree Environmental Technical Assistance Program (RETAP) targets its 4 city 

sustainability experts to work with GreenStep cities on transportation, renewables, stormwater, trees. 

o During most semesters, undergraduate and/or graduate students are available for use by GreenStep cities. 

 

 Learn from other cities 

o 4,200 reports from cities on how they have completed GreenStep actions are posted on the web site for 

anyone to read and learn from. Each report lists a city contact of whom one can ask further details.  

 

 1-stop shop for the most up-to-date action resources 

o Information on how to complete 175 actions – in the areas of buildings, land use, transportation, 

environment, and economic/community development – is updated with Minnesota-specific information 

more often than any other web site, saving city staff time in finding actionable information. 
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        Annual Program Report: June 2020 

 

 10th Anniversary Celebration & Listening Sessions: 100 people from 2 dozen cities gathered at 6 locations 
around the state. See Infographic.  

 49% of the state’s population resides in the 137 GreenStep cities and 4 GreenStep tribes; 16% of MN’s 853 cities 
are GreenStep cities.  

 GreenStep cities are fairly representative of Minnesota as a whole in terms of geographic distribution, politics, 
education & income, and city size (255 to 302,398). 35% of GreenStep Cities are smaller than 5,000 people.  

 20 cities (14%) are now at Step 5; 9 cities are at Step 4; 26 cities @ Step 3; 59 cities @ Step 2; 27 cities @ Step 1. 
 4522 actions have been completed, reported and rated through the program web site since 2010. 
 75-75% levels reported in annual city survey (74% response rate), for challenge (3.88/5), recognition (4.14/5), 

and assistance (4.04/5) with the GreenStep program and its help for cities to begin new or accelerate existing 
sustainability actions. 

 36% are currently taking action to include race, equity, diversity, and inclusion in sustainability efforts (of 55 
replies to the question in the annual survey).  

 78% of GreenStep Cities use B3 Benchmarking. Only 31% of all Minnesota cities use B3.  
 GreenStep cities engage in more climate adaptation planning efforts and take more proactive resilience actions 

than non-GSCs, according to the 2019 state-wide Climate Adaptation Planning Survey. 
 Clean Energy Communities Display at the 2019 State Fair featured Eden Prairie, St. Anthony, Warren, Elk River, 

St. Cloud, Eagan, Maplewood, La Crescent, Headwater RDC, and Region 9 DC.  
 

 8 in-person/online workshops conducted on Cities Charging Ahead for EV readiness, recycling markets, green 
infrastructure, reporting Step 4/5 metrics, GreenStep Cities 10-year celebration, GHG emissions, commercial 
energy benchmarking, and a virtual gathering during COVID-19.  

 Ongoing outreach/education included a quarterly e-newsletter, LMC’s MemberLink messages, social media, 
CERT regional coordinator visits, road signs, several dozen state-wide/local media articles.  

 GreenStep Cities website was updated to a new platform and added new user features like a news page.  
 15 GreenCorps members (out of 44) are working in GreenStep cities/tribes during 2019-2020.   
 Two city action cohorts launched in mid-2019: a renewable energy procurement network and a commercial 

building energy benchmarking collaborative. 
 Racial equity program action scan with national consultant.  
 Program funding supports 3.9 FTE GreenStep staff and $50,000 for expenses 

 
 The 2020 League of Minnesota Cities annual conference was cancelled due to COVID-19.  
 GreenStep Schools launched in spring 2022, coordinated by the University of Minnesota.  
 The Climate Smart Municipalities program continued working with 6 GreenStep Cities.  
 Sustainable States Network active member 
 Philipp Muessig, program director for 10 years, retired on May 1, 2020.  
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GreenStep Communities by Location 
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City Council Workshop
City Council Agenda Report

MEETING DATE: May 4, 2021 WORKSHOP AGENDA ITEM: 4
TITLE: Discussion of Parks & Trails Board Work Plan for 2021 (5:45-6:30 pm)
PREPARED BY: Jeff Dahl, City Manager
REVIEWED BY: N/A

 

DISCUSSION OBJECTIVE:
To introduce and familiarize the Council with the leadership of the Parks and Trails Board and reiterate and 
receive feedback on what their purpose is, and what their priorities are.
 

BACKGROUND:
Chair Tory Schalke and the rest of the Parks and Trails Board have requested a work shop with the City 
Council to familiarize with each other and talk about work plan items for the next year. Chair Schalke will have 
a power point presentation at the meeting that will help guide the following outline:

Introduction (5 min)

 What the Parks and Trails Board does (e.g., playground dev, tree planting) and overall purpose
 Quick refresher on which parks and trails inventory
 Stats on parks and trails usage
 Quick intro to Master Plan

Work Plan for 2021 (40 min)

 Big Projects (playgrounds, signs, Wayzata Community Ed programming)
 Reviewing Sources and Uses of Parks and Trails CIP
 Exploring alternative revenue generating ideas for parks
 Structural enhancements---creation of bylaws
 Making sure Parks and Trails Board and City Council are aligned (liaisons, updates, etc.)

Attached are relating contextual documents for the discussion.
 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Parks and Trails History
2. Wayzata-Parks-and-Trails-Master-Plan-Draft---103119
3. Parks Trails Board - Q1 update
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7 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

EXISTING AND PROPOSED PARKS
12

13

11

Klapprich Park  + Bell Courts

Wayzata Beach + Shaver Park

Margaret Circle Park

Nature Center

City Hall + Children’s Park

Big Woods Preserve

Heritage Park

Post Offi  ce Pocket Park

The Great Lawn + Play Area

Wayzata Depot/ R.R... Museum

Lake Walk

Eco Park

LiƩ le Beach

10

4

8

2

7

1

5

9

3

6

LEGEND

Wayzata 
West 

Middle 
School

St. 
Barts

City Parks

AddiƟ onal Service Providers

52

7

4

6

1

3

9

8

10
11

12

13
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Maple tree  
tapping 

Merrily Babcock 

Unsung hero 

New  
playgrounds 

31 families borrowed free equipment, received virtual 
training, tapped 400+ gallons of sap in The Big Woods 
(which boiled down into ~1300 oz of maple syrup). 
Spots filled up within 48 hours 

What we did 

Finalized vendor recommendation and direction for 
new playgrounds at Klapprich and Wayzata Beach 

Tory Schalkle 

Community  
Ed. courses 

Approved and mailed Community Education course 
catalog to all Wayzata residents, with hundreds having 
already signed up for Summer courses 

Mike Kelly 

Music in the  
Park concerts 

Finalized musicians for Music in the Park (four concerts 
in September held at the Promenade’s Great Lawn) 

Merrily Babcock 

Earth Day tree 
giveaway  

Partnered with Cargill to giveaway 60 free saplings to 
Wayzata families for planting on personal property 

Merrily Babcock 

Tory Schalkle & 
Ty Purdy 

Unsung hero 

Big Woods 
pull 

Working with vendor to engage community on 
playground design for Klapprich and Wayzata Beach 

What we plan to do 

Recalibrating Big Woods pull (pulling buckthorn and 
garlic mustard) to be COVID-friendly 

Merrily Babcock 

New  
playgrounds 

Last quarter (Q1) highlights 

Next quarter (Q2) highlights 

Parks & Trails Board: Quarterly update 

Questions/ consideration for board: 

 Beyond public comments and final design approval, are there other ways you’d like to be 
brought along during development of Klapprich and Wayzata Beach playgrounds? 

 Would it help to have a designated council member attend Parks & Trails meetings? 

 The Board has thought-starters for Parks & Trails revenue generation – is that something the 
Council would be interested in discussing during a workshop? 
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